
English 1102: Writing About Literature
Instructor: Ms. Nicole Lobdell, lobnc@uga.edu
Office: Park Hall 20
Office Hours:  Fall 2012: T,Th 10-11 AM and 1:45-2:15 PM or by appointment.

Required Texts:
Literature Portfolio, ed. Desmet, Hart, and Miller (LP)
H. G. Wells's The Invisible Man, Signet Classics
The St. Martin's Handbook, 7th edition 
First-Year Composition at UGA 2012-2013 Edition
 
Goals: In English 1102 students will learn to :
• read, appreciate, and interpret fiction, drama, and poetry and write analytically about them
• understand literary principles and use basic terms important to critical writing and reading
• write papers in and out of  class using processes that include discovering ideas and evidence, organizing that material, 
and revising, editing, and polishing the finished paper
• think critically and recognize the difference between opinion and evidence 
• address papers to a range of  audiences
• understand the collaborative and social aspects of  the writing process and demonstrate an ability to critique the 
writing of  others (i.e. active engagement in group peer review)
• develop a sense of  voice appropriate to the subject, the writer’s purpose, the context, and the reader’s expectations
• understand how genres (i.e. short story, poetry, etc..) shape reading and writing
• follow the conventions of  standard edited English and MLA documentation
• use electronic environments for drafting, reviewing, revising, editing, and sharing texts

Course Requirements: Students will write three essays (approximately 1,000-1,500 words) outside of  class.  All 
papers must be written according to MLA standards using Times New Roman font, 1 inch margins, and double 
spaced.  In addition to writing papers and doing other work, all students will create a Final Writing Portfolio that 
counts approximately 30% of  their final grade. 
The Portfolio will include:
• Biography (100-200 words) of  the Portfolio author including picture
• Introductory Reflective Essay (IRE) that presents a significant "thesis" to be supported by the indiviual exhibits
• Two Polished Essays (revised from essays written during the semester in English 1102)
• Revision Exhibit demonstrating and discussing the student's drafting process
• Peer Review Exhibit demonstrating and discussing the student's contributions to the peer review process
• “Wild Card” Exhibit to be chosen by the student

Specific Course Requirements:
• Thoughtful, productive, and frequent class participation. 
• The journal is an online journal through <emma>.  To receive credit, journals must meet the word count and be 
time stamped by the start of  class on the day they are due.  Journals cannot be made up.
• Reading Quizzes: Everyday.  Reading quizzes cannot be made up.

Grading Policy: 
Journals: 5%  (posted on <emma>)
Quizzes: 5% (Daily reading quizzes)
Poetry Presentation: 10%
Essays: 50%
Final Portfolio: 30%

Email Policy: See <emma> Course Content: Email Etiquette “Things to Know Before You Email Me”
Absence Policy: Because writing skills develop slowly over time, students’ regular attendance is essential in First-year 
Composition. As stated in First-year Composition at UGA, on the fourth absence (T,Th classes), no matter what the 
reason, students can expect to be dropped either with a W or a WF before the midpoint of  the semester and with a 
WF after midpoint.  For your own sake, keep up with your absences—you're only allowed 3 in this class.

Make-up Policy: Quizzes and other daily work cannot be made-up.  Except in extenuating circumstances (which I 
will determine), late papers will be reduced one letter grade per day late.  For example, a paper that would normally 
receive a B, would receive a C for being one day late.  If  a paper is 3 days late, it will automatically receive a zero.  

Writing Center (Park Hall 66) and the <emma> Computer Lab (Park Hall 117): All First-year Composition 
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students are eligible for free tutorial services in the Writing Center. All First-year Composition students are also eligible 
to use the <emma> Computer Lab during all open hours.

Academic Honesty: The policy regarding Academic Honesty in First-year Composition can be found in First-year 
Composition at UGA. Further information about the “UGA Academic Honesty Policy” can be found at the web site of  
the Office of  the Vice President for Instruction: http://www.uga.edu/ovpi/.  

Access Policy: Students with special needs are invited and encouraged to discuss them with the instructor.
Classroom Matters:

� You should arrive on time. If  you walk in late, you may miss the daily reading quiz and be counted absent
� Please turn off  electronics
� If  you are sleeping in class, I will allow your classmates to awaken you in a manner they see fit.
� Please do not bring food to class. Drinks with lids are fine.

***I reserve the right, if  necessary, to change the nature of  assignments and due dates.  I will give you advance notice if  changes 
or corrections are necessary.

Daily Syllabus
Week One
T Aug. 14 Course Introduction: Student Introductions; NOTE: If  you have not used 

<emma> before, please use Google and download the Mozilla Firefox, Safari, or 
Google Chrome for a web browser (Internet Explorer will not work well with 
<emma>).  If  you do not already possess an <emma> account, please go to 
www.emma.uga.edu and create a user name and password for <emma>, and 
enroll in our class before the next class (Lobdell, Engl 1102).  If  you already have 
an <emma> account, please login and enroll and in our class (you do not need to 
create another account).

Th Aug. 16 First-Year Composition Guide 2012-13 (pay close attn to Ch.1-3,5,7,10,11) 
(last day to drop) Quiz: First-Year Composition Guide 2012-2013

Literary Terms Handout and Discussion: bring Literature Portfolio to class
Week Two
T Aug. 21 Literary Terms Quiz; “Reading and Writing about Short Stories”

(LP 25-35);  “Handsomest Drowned Man in the World” (LP 267-271); 
“Stockings” (LP 303).  Journal (on <emma>): Write 300-500 words on a 
fictional short story or book you like or that has particular significance to you.  
What do you like about it?  Why did you pick this story?

Th Aug. 23 “The Story of  an Hour” (LP 159-61) and “Désirée’s Baby” (LP 161-65);
Journal: Write 300-500 words on the connections you can draw between 
Chopin's two stories here?  What similarities do you see between the two 
protagonists?

Week Three
T Aug. 28 “Young Goodman Brown” (LP 36-45) and “Roger Malvin's Burial” (PDF on 

<emma>); Journal: (200-300 words): What connections can you draw 
between Hawthorne's two short stories?  Plot? Images, Motifs, or Symbols?

Th Aug. 30 Paper 1 Topic Handouts; “The Tell-Tale Heart” (LP 56-59); “The Black Cat” 
(LP 64-69); Journal: (200-300) What connections and similarities can you draw 
between Hawthorne's and Poe's stories?

Week Four
T Sept. 4 “Araby” (LP 165-169); “Battle Royale” (LP ) Journal: Discuss what paper topic 

you are considering writing on.  What do you think will be your thesis idea? Please 
create an informal outline for your drafting process.

Th Sept. 6 Paper 1, Draft 1 Due Peer Editing; Bring hard copy to class

Week Five
T Sept. 11* Paper 1, Draft 2 Due; In-class peer editing in <emma> lab Room 119
Th Sept. 13 Paper 1, Final Due on <emma> by start of  class; Post-writing exercise.

Week Six

2

http://www.uga.edu/ovpi/


T Sept. 18 The Invisible Man, Ch. 1-9
Th Sept. 20 Paper 2 Topic Handouts; The Invisible Man, Ch. 10-19

Journal (300-400 words): What new problems does the Invisible Man encounter 
in today's reading?  How does it alter our understanding of  his character?  Do we 
“like” him more or less? 

Week Seven
T Sept. 25 The Invisible Man , Ch. 19-end

Journal (300-400 words): Would you consider this a “good” book?  Why or why 
not?  Is this is a novel you would recommend to others?  Do you think this novel 
could be read in classes in other disciplines/majors?

Th Sept. 27 No Class: Instructor out of  town

Week Eight
T Oct. 2  Begin watching 1933 film version; discussion of  book and movie adaptation
Th Oct. 4 Finish watching film; conclude discussion

Week Nine
T Oct. 9* Paper 2, Draft 1 post to <emma>; open to peers;  Meet in Room 119
Th Oct. 11 Paper 2, Draft 2 on <emma> and bring hard copy for peer review

Week Ten
T Oct. 16 Paper 2, Final Draft due on <emma>; meet in Room 118 for class
Th Oct. 18 Begin Poetry Discussion: “Reading and Writing about Poetry” (LP 351-365); “On

the Vowels” (LP 414), “Metaphors” (LP 467); “A Noiseless Patient Spider” 
(LP 519); “Goblin Market” (LP 497-509)

(last day to withdraw)
Week Eleven
T Oct. 23 Poetry Presentations: When I consider how my light is spent” (LP 397); 

“The Author to Her Book” (LP 383); “Convergence of  the Twain” (LP 472-473)
Th Oct. 25 Poetry Presentations: “An Apology for Using the Word ‘Heart’ in Too Many 

Poems” (LP 553); “Chemistry Experiment” (LP 567)
Week Twelve 
T Oct. 30  Poetry Presentations: “Chidiock Tichborne's Elegy” (LP 405); “Richard Cory” 

(LP 496)
Th Nov. 1 Paper 3 Draft 1 post to <emma> and bring hard copy for peer review

Week Thirteen
T Nov. 6* Paper 3 Draft 2 post on <emma>, and meet in Room 119
Th Nov. 8 Portfolio Discussion

Paper 3, Final Draft on <emma> due anytime between November 8 and November 13 (by start of  
class)

Week Fourteen
T Nov. 13 IRE & Portfolio Workshop; Bring Laptops
Th Nov. 15* Portfolio Workshop: Meet in Room 119 for class

Week Fifteen
Nov. 19-23: Thanksgiving Break

Week Sixteen
T Nov. 27* IRE Peer Review Exercise; post on <emma> as IRE, Draft 1; Meet in Room 119 

for Peer Review
Th Nov. 29 Last Day of  Class; Class Party and Portfolio Exhibit

Week Seventeen
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T Dec. 4 Final Portfolios Due on <emma> 5:00pm
Last day of  university classes; follows the Friday schedule.
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